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Miniſter ofthe Goſpel, and now Priſoner in Newgate. 


| Being a true and Impartial Account of what he +: 
{pa e at the Seſpons=houſe in the Old Bailey, on the p 

18th day of this inſtant April, 1683. before the ' 
Lord-Chief-Juſtice Samders, ind three Judges 


more, the Lord Mayor, Recorder, and {ſeveral 


_ Aldermenof the City of Londen, 


+ N the day and year dboveſaid, about fout in the Afitrnoon, Mr. Bamp: 
EH 
JS. q 
bi 
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being again 
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| -himgt her #0: do? heabtfwered; To'lay jour bend on the Book, which Book ht | 
had His hand, and hold itout unto'm Gs ove ie Ml 
+ . I then ſpake with a loud voice, end ſad, My Lord, I hope you will give me 
manany En pic for my ſelf in my own defence ; one of the Judges replied, 
rp my friend (meaning Mr. Bampfield) had ſpoke for me, or to that effeft. I | 
aid again that I defired to fpeak for my felf, for I lid other things to offer as 
my teaſons why I could not take thatOath. Having Liberty granted, as I took ic 
totn their filence, I withan audibie voice faid mito them, I aih in the Scrip- © 
ture commanded when-Ttake an Oath, To ſwear in Truth, in Jadgment, and in 
Rizhteouſneſs, anto which the Church of Eng/znd doth agree ,, it is one Article 
. oftheir Faith, That he that'taketh an Oath, being required of the Magiſtrace, 
- _ ought to ſwear, fo he doit ix Truth, i# Rig bxer bs and in fudg ment. '( See 4r- 
_ ticle.39. of the Church of England.) RE as 
+ Now fof Meto fwear, as ny duty is according to the Scripture, and 4s the 
- Churchof Exg/azd diretts, Icannot, ſhould I take this Oath; becauſe I cannot - 
know, but truſt be ignoragt.of, what I bind.my Soul to perform, and ther it is 
_ impoſſible Tſhould ſve @S#F9trh, in Tudgement, and in Rightevuſneſs, | 
©  Icannot know, but mylbe ignorant,both of what hereafter by Law I may be 
required to do, and alſo gagwhom 1\wear to be obedient ;' for it'1s not poſſible 
IT ſhould foreſee what Laws may hereafter be made ; and I do nat only bind my - 
\ Soul ro obey the cer m: now 1s, but his Heirs and Succeſſors alſo ; and Tknow- - 


not what his Succeſſor may be, for. qughs I know he may be a Popiſh Succe!- 
2 {&,or a-Papiſt; aid I carindt ſwear to obey Laws ot yet in being; nor to be obe- 
F ws 5 a Popiſh Succeſſor; thereforeI cannot take the Oath of Allegiance. 
F | | #6 ; | Upon | 
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Upon which words there was a Hum in.the Court which being ceaſed af. 
ter a *_ paule, one of the Judges madethis ſhort reply, I (faith he) doth rhe 
fick Hiethere ?. wh - ; 2: 

-  Fthen wenton, and faid, Icannot conform to the Church of Enzlaxd; ſhould 
I take this Oath, I {wear to Contorm, for Iam bound by an Oath to obey all the 
Kings Laws, as much thoſe Laws which reſpett the V.Vorſhip of God,*as. thoſe 
relating toCiviiGovernment,and then Lam Iworn to hearCommon prayer once 
a month, (here one of the Judges ſaid, So yor are) an#toReceive theSacramenr 
with the Church of E:g/angas oft as the Law requires, yea and to Conform to 
all the Rites and Ceremonies of.the faid Church; to this it was anſwered, ( So 
224 are) and not to frequent Private Meetings any more, for thereare Laws that 


Therefore I cannot take this Oath. | 


Pope, or the See of Rome, but doin all points therein with you agree ; and: fur- 


ACIT- 
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e Idolatrous, Damnable, agd Ee". -1- "9% 
was then had back again to the PreſS-yard,where.] 
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hoy | 2f5-94i Fort ain the LordsPtiſoner, 
- and am ready further /to bear ,my. Teſtimony for tum, agaiaſt i:Anti-chriſt 
. the Pope,and See of Rome, and for his holy Word, the Purity of the Goſpel, and 


bs, re 1a thereof, againſt Popiſh Darkneſs, filthy. Idolatries, Fornications, 


F 
- 


laſphemies, and giLodnaations 21h all Traditions of'men, as ane made willing 
- through the; free mercy afld rich Grace of God, gy heavenly Father, to forſake 
«311 forChriſt;(who hath loved me, and given himſelffor me) notcounting my[life 

: gear, tony ſelf, ſo I may. finiſh my Courle with: Jay, andthe Miniſtry I BR 
**_ Teceivedo the Ford Jelusty frſtile the Goſpel of the Grace ofGod, 
nil have. given an Account of what Iſpake-and was faidto-me, to the ve. 

fy belt of my.metnory, thoughir.may:be not word tor word, yet for ſubſtancs 
of what was ſpoke, it is true.' he Ee ELIT LS, a 
K-25 4; "25 Y bo: ET JOHN GR IFFITH # 


"Thou ſpalt ot forſwiar Phy felf but ſhalt per form unto the Lord thine Oaths, 
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